
beliefs 

n. feeling of certainty that 

something exists or is true: 

“All non-violent religious and 

political beliefs should be 

respected equally.” 

 

 

 

 

custom 

n. way of behaving or a belief 

which has been established for 

a long time. 

 

“In my country, it's the 

custom for women to get 

married in white.” 

 

 

 

 

economic 

adj. relating to trade, industry 

and money. 

 

“Many people immigrate for 

economic reasons.” 

 

 

 

 



 

emigrate 

v. to leave a country 

permanently and go to live in 

another one: 

 

“Millions of Germans emigrated 

from Europe to America in the 

nineteenth century.” 

 

 

 

 

 

equality 

n. right of different groups of 

people to have a similar social 

position and receive the same 

treatment. 

 

“We should all be treated with 

equality.” 

 

 

 

ethnic 

adj. person belonging to an 

ethnic group which is very 

different from those that are 

common in western culture. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

global village 

n. concept that we are all linked 

together without barriers of 

race, religion etc. coined in an 

era of mass human migration, 

links by communication, 

transport and media. 

 

“We are all part of a vast 

global village”. 

 

immigrate 

v. when someone comes to live 

in a different country. 

 

“When did your family 

immigrate to Spain ?” 

 

 

 

 

nationality 

n. the official right to belong to 

a particular country. 

 

“I live in Madrid, but I have 

Romanian nationality.” 

 



 

 

 

 

political 

adj. relating to politics. 

 

“We came here as political 

refugees from Somalia.” 

 

 

 

 

prejudice 

n. unfair and unreasonable 

opinion or feeling, especially 

when formed without enough 

thought or knowledge. 

 

“Racial prejudice is against the 

law.” 

 

 

respect 

n. when you accept that 

different customs or cultures 

are different from your own and 

behave towards them in a way 

which would not cause offence. 

 

“We should always try to 

respect the customs of any 



country we visit.” 

 

 

 

 

tolerance 

n. willingness to accept 

behaviour and beliefs which are 

different from your own, 

although you might not agree 

with or approve of them. 

 

“Tolerance is the first step 

towards acceptance.” 

 

 


